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Ottawa, June 26, 2018
ParlAmericas and the National Forum of Women in Political Parties (FONAMUPP) Signed a
Memorandum of Understanding to Foster Women’s Leadership and Political Participation
On June 22, 2018, ParlAmericas and the National Forum of Women in Political Parties (FONAMUPP, by
its Spanish acronym) signed a memorandum of understanding to strengthen their collaboration in
advancing women’s leadership and political participation in Panama and across Latin America. This MoU
was signed in the presence of 300 representatives from different political parties, the diplomatic corps
and international organizations.
The signing took place during FONAMUPP’s 25th anniversary celebration in Panama City. FONAMUPP is a
Panamanian organization that works nationally to promote women’s political development. The
organization provides analytical tools, information, and training to promote greater participation by
women in political parties, electoral processes, and decision-making and greater representation of
women in leadership positions at the national level.
Through the MoU, ParlAmericas and FONAMUPP committed to undertaking jointly-coordinated
activities that bring together electoral candidates, members of political parties, activists and civil society
representatives, and parliamentarians to exchange experiences and good practices learned from work
on this agenda. Informed by these exchanges and in accordance with Sustainable Development Goal 5,
the MoU also encourages the adoption of actions and commitments to build on progress achieved.
The organizations were represented by Mariela Vega, Member of the National Assembly of Panama and
Member of the ParlAmericas Board of Directors, and by Juana Herrera, President of FONAMUPP. “It is
truly an honour for ParlAmericas to expand our partnership with FONAMUPP. Together, our
organizations have an important opportunity to work to improve citizen participation, good governance,
and the extent to which our decision-making bodies reflect the composition and diverse perspectives of
our societies,” Ms. Vega stated.
Dr. Herrera added that, “FONAMUPP is pleased to continue growing our partnership with ParlAmericas.
The concrete actions that will result from the signature of this MOU will support today’s women
candidates in Panama and will help to create a context in which future generations of women leaders
can more easily see themselves reflected in our country’s political life.”
-30ParlAmericas is the institution composed of the 35 national legislatures in North, Central and South America and
the Caribbean which promotes parliamentary diplomacy in the inter-American system. ParlAmericas facilitates
exchanges of best practices and produces tailored resources to support parliamentarians in carrying out their
functions. The International Secretariat of ParlAmericas is headquartered in Ottawa, Canada.
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