
	
	

 
Climate Change Program 

        

Incremental Change towards Transformation  

Parliamentarians can play a critical role in accelerating progress to combat climate change through lawmaking, 
oversight and monitoring, budget allocation, and representation and awareness raising, to promote change that 
addresses core structural challenges to move towards climate-resilient countries and sustainable communities. 

ParlAmericas supports parliamentary climate action through innovative, programming designed specifically for 
parliamentarians in the Americas and the Caribbean to foster coherent and informed parliamentary actions and 
legislation to create sustainable and resilient societies. 

ParlAmericas Climate Change Program 

1) Climate Science for Parliamentarians: Ensuring parliamentarians have access and engage with local 
knowledge systems to inform their work, ParlAmericas creates spaces for parliamentarians to understand, 
discuss, and identify the best way to use available scientific evidence and draw upon best practices from an 
array of experts, peers and practitioners across the hemisphere.                                                                                  
 

2) Alignment to International Frameworks: ParlAmericas promotes coordination and alignment for 
consistent parliamentary action on the environment to avoid duplication of objectives. The 2030 Sustainable 
Development Goals, the Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) under the Paris Agreement and the 
Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction serve as guiding policy documents to inform the discusions 
and actions in all of ParlAmericas climate 
change activities and parliamentary gatherings.                                         
 

3) Alliances and Partnerships: ParlAmericas 
promotes the development of alliances and 
partnerships with a wide range of organizations 
and stakeholders to advance innovative ways 
to engage parliamentarians and communicate 
national and local climate priorities to 
legislators.     
 

4) Active Field Engagement: Advancing climate 
action requires individual learning. A key 
challenge is to bridge the gap between knowledge and action. Experiential learning through field 
engagement and context-dependent knowledge creation are used as methods in ParlAmericas climate 
change activities.                                                                   
 

5) Gender Inclusive Dialogue and Action: ParlAmericas develops all of its programming to foster 
parliamentary efforts to advance gender-sensitive legislative action. ParlAmericas climate change 
programming is informed by intersectional analysis, recognizing systems of discrimination and privilege that 
overlap with gender relations.  
 
 
 



	
	

ParlAmericas in Action: Developing the Parliamentary Protocol on Disaster Risk Reduction  

Through engaged, inclusive, field learning on coastal urban climate risk, parliamentarians from the Americas and the 
Caribbean are working with ParlAmericas and its partner, the United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction 
(UNISDR) to understand local climate context and disaster risks, including potential adaptation options, in order to 
apply this learning to the development of a Parliamentary Protocol for the Americas and the Caribbean to support 
the process of bringing national legislation in-line with the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction.  The 
Protocol will be launched in June 2018 in Cartagena de India’s, Colombia at the Sixth Regional Platform for Disaster 
Risk Reduction in the Americas. 

Applying the Active Field Engagement Methodology 

The pathways to sustainability literature calls for the production 
of useful and usable information to close the gap between 
knowledge and action on climate change (Moser 2010; O`Brien 
2012). As an innovative methodology, the ParlAmericas climate 
change program draws on studies of human learning that 
indicate for adults there exists a qualitative leap in their learning 
process from the rule-governed use of analytical rationality in 
beginners, to the fluid performance of tacit skills by case study 
work. This premise has led to trying a methodology of field 
engagement and context-dependent knowledge as a method of 
learning (Flyvbjerg 2006) to provide parliamentarians a better 
understanding of climate science and the application of climate 
change adaptation and mitigation measures.  
 
Key Questions for Future Work  

• How can different national legislation contribute to reducing climate and disaster risks in cities?  
• How can climate-informed budgeting strengthen local resilience? 
• How can parliamentarians better understand and communicate climate risk and adaptation options in their 

communities? 
 
About ParlAmericas 

ParlAmericas is the inter-parliamentary institution that promotes parliamentary diplomacy in the inter-American 
system. Convening the thirty-five national legislatures from North, Central and South America and the Caribbean, 
ParlAmericas works to strengthen democratic governance in the hemisphere by enhancing the ability of legislators 
to fulfill their roles and responsibilities through exchanges of parliamentary best practices and by promoting 
cooperative political dialogue on regional issues.  The International Secretariat of ParlAmericas is headquartered in 
Ottawa, Canada.   

ParlAmericas is an IPCC Observer Organization 

For further information about the ParlAmericas climate change program contact: 

Dr Jose Di Bella 
Program Manager - Climate Change and Sustainability 
jose.dibella@parlamericas.org 

ParlAmericas’ climate change programming is made possible, in part, with the financial support from 
the Government of Canada through Global Affairs Canada. 


