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COVID-19 has deepened asymmetries:
the environment as the underdog

% Rethinking multilateralism LAC Structural challenges
@ Triple environmental ¥SSY  Social dissatisfaction and
crisis lack of public trust
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A REGION WITH AN EXTRAORDINARY BIODIVERSITY BUT HEAVILY THREATENED
Pre-pandemic Pandemic

* 9/15 countries with greatest loss of primary forests + Greater use of natural resources for subsistence,
(2000-2017) are in the region food and energy

* 3lareas with eutrophication and 19 dead zones * Hike in illegal activities harming the environment

« 25% of world’s socio-environmental conflicts . .
* Weakening of environmental laws and

« Environmental bodies with low budgets, weak or environmental impact assessment

fragmented regulation
* Significant decrease in environmental budget

* Most dangerous region to defend the environment .
and staffing

* Growing attacks against defenders




Hence, the importance of
the Escazu Agreement

An institutional path to reshape our relations, encourage all
stakeholders to become engaged in sustainable development and
reinforce horizontal and vertical cooperation

Access to * More and better information
Information * Transparency and evidence-based decisions
* Clear rules and framework for engagement
Public * Partnerships and consensus-building for sustainability
Participation * Increased trust in decisions
* Social cohesion and conflict prevention
* Legal certainty framework
Access to * Accountability
justice * Strengthened institutions

* Protect environmental defenders




Basic facts about the

Escazu Agreement

Adopted on 4 March 2018
Entered into force on 22 April 2021

Regional Agreement on Access to

il e * Only treaty stemming from the UN Rio+20 Conference

Matters in Latin America . . . . .

e Garibemn * First regional environmental treaty of Latin America and the
Caribbean

» First treaty in the world with specific binding provisions on
environmental human rights defenders
* Innovative negotiation

Open to the 33 LAC countries

24 signatories
15 Parties

Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Belize, Bolivia,
Chile, Ecuador, Grenada, Guyana, Mexico,
Nicaragua, Panama, Saint Kitts and Nevis,

Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines,

Uruguay




What is the Escazu Agreement’s
objective?

Guarantee the full and effective implementation in

Latin America and the Caribbean of environmental

access rights and the creation and strengthening of
capacities and cooperation
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Information  Participation  Justice 1 Capacity-building

Cooperation

contributing to the protection of the right of every
person of present and future generations to live in a
healthy environment and to sustainable development.




Underlying basis of the
Escazu Agreement
Environmental issues are

best handled with the active
participation of all concerned

Access to environmental
information is critical for
sound policy-making

Environmental harm
must be prevented and
remedied

Regional cooperation is key



Salient features of the

- Rights-based

- People-centered

- Leave no one behind

- Capacity-building and
cooperation

-  Protection of defenders

Environmental dimension of sustainable development

I
I I I
Generation and access
to environmental

Meaningful
engagement of all
sectors of society

Access to justice in
environmental matters

knowledge and
information

Special consideration of Small Island Developing States

Implementation support Progressive realization/non-regression
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Beneficiaries and principles

»Nationals or subject to the national jurisdiction (“the public”)

»Persons or groups in vulnerable situations: those that face particular
difficulties in fully exercising access rights, because of circumstances or
conditions in each context

»Human rights defenders in environmental matters: persons, groups and
organizations that promote and defend human rights in environmental
matters.

» Principles
Equality and non-discrimination; - Intergenerational equity;
Transparency and accountability; - Maximum disclosure;
Non-regression and  progressive- Permanent sovereignty of States over
realization; their natural resources;
Good faith; - Sovereign equality of States; and
Preventive principle; - Pro persona

Precautionary principle;



The development/climate agendas and
the Escazu Agreement

(@) SUSTAINABLE g™ &,
%/ DEVELOPMENT \J %us® ALS s oot

de || chmate
= ::9.:::. 4 = g::'m 6 :*::.:a'..
2 oine (] : &
it | - | 1/ |
f Q rasmeoa i oo t p and implement an early warning system
NEQUALTEY ‘2
Escaz( Agreement
Regional Agreement cn Access to

Information, Public Participation
13 CUNAE and Justica in Environmental IB PR 28T 00
ALTIN Matters in Latin America STRONG IEITVTION:

and the Caribbean Li-'
Mutual ;

tant release and

reinforcement

1 PEACE, JUSTICE
AND STRONG
INSTITUTIONS

iy Ensure equal

access to justice

‘ for climate 6{ % United Nations
\ Paris Agreement | € mpowerment Y4 @ é’ z;agm?cﬁ:::?:mn

_ PARIS 2015 2~ (UNFCCC)
Effective, accountable LS
and transparent

inshifutions Par ties shal cooperate

; : in taking measures, as
Ensure |r1c|u5|\ne, appropriata to enhance

pc:lrllmpcllofy and cimate change education,
represenfafive training, public awarenass,
decision-making pubkc participation and public

access to infarmation.
Ensure public access to

information and protec
fundamental freedoms

Mon-discriminatory law
and policies for
sustainable develc:pment




The Escazu Agreement and biological

The Escazi Agreement

Regional Agreement on Access to information,
Public Participation and Justice in
Environmental Matters in Latin America

and the Caribbean

Access, generation and dissemination of environmental information.

)

Public participation In decislon-making processes that have or may
have a significant impact on the environment.

Cart 72 X art73 |

Access to justice in environmental matters,

(vt 53

Recognition and protection of
human rights defenders in
environmental matters.,

Cooperation and information-sharing in

relation to all aspects of illicit activities
against the environment.

Cart. 115§

&) CMS

Convention on the Conservation of
Migratory Species of Wild Animals

diversity

Convention on Biological Diversity

Cartagena Protocol
Nagoya Protocol &

Promote education and awareness in the conservation
of blological diversity.

S e

Exchange information from all publicly available sources relevant to
the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity.

Lt 574
Environmental Impact assessments with public
participation, when appropriate.

Respect and preserve knowledge,
innovations and practices of indigenous
and local communities.

a6
Full participation of women at all levels
of policy-making and implementation.

4
Preamble

Cils

Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species of Wild
Fauna and Flora

& v 4
@ Convention on Wetlands @

ﬁ

Kunming-Montreal
Global Biodiversity
Framework

Goal 21

Goal 22



Global and regional recognition
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From Rio to Escazu
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COP-1 Results
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COP1 @

Santiago, 20-22 April Escazli
2022 Agreement

Political Declaration

] e

Rules of procedure of the Conference of the Parties
Election of Presiding Officers

Rules relating to the structure and functions of the
Committee to Support Implementation and Compliance

Financial arrangements
Subsequent meetings of the Conference of the Parties

Human rights defenders in environmental matters



CoP

COP_2 Re SU].tS Buenos Aires, 19—21 Aprll Escazli

2023 Agreement

Buenos Aires Declaration

Title

/1 Election of members of the Committee to Support
Implementation and Compliance

First members
of the Committee to Support Implementation

and Compliance N EW PARTI ES
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Regional Agreement on
Access to Information,
Public Participation and Justice

in Environmental Matters in
Latin America and the Caribbean
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Regional Agreement on

Access to Information,

Public Participation and Justice
in Environmental Matters in
Latin America and the Caribbean




Human rights defenders in environmental matters

Open-ended ad hoc Group and coordination meetings
eIl ={gell[slela I « Annotated index of the Action Plan

human rights (public consultation)
defenders in * Action Plan to be presented at

: COP 3
environmental
matters

* First forum in Quito, 22-23 Nov. 2022

* 222 participants (in person and
virtual); 201 proposals from 10

Annual forum on
human rights
defenders in breakout groups

* Report of the first forum

environmental * Second forum in Panama, 26-28 Sept.
matters 2023




ECLAC Observatory on Principle 10
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* Destacados

Se adopta el Acuerdo relativo 3 La conservacion y el uso sostenible América Latina y el Caribe: Paises que cuentan con ley sobre cambio
de la diversidad biolégica marina de Las zonas situadas fuera de la cimatico
jurisdiccidn nacional

Noticis 19063023 L 2000872032

https:/ /observatoriop10.cepal.org/en



How can parliamentarians contribute to the
strengthening of environmental democracy?

Ratification of or accession to
the Escazu Agreement

National implementation of
the Escazu Agreement

Regional cooperation




. T . F=ld
i &5 2SN United =—\y COVID-19 —~
\\11\\:; \4/1\’/ Nations I:g‘\g 22? RESPQNS_E :”/Agreement

“The region has a valuable tool to seek
people-centred solutions grounded i
nature”: the Escazu Agreement.

By enhancing access to data, knowledge, and information, and by engaging
vulnerable groups, it upholds fundamental values of democratic life and

fosters responsive public policies.

When the agreement enters into force and is implemented, countries will be better
placed to preserve their strategic natural heritage through more inclusive and

community-oriented actions




a8 " Acuerdo 8 y Escazu
de Escazu Agreement

Secretariat — Escazu Agreement

Sustainable Development and Human Settlements Division
United Nations, ECLAC

http://www.cepal.org/en/escazuagreement

http://observatoriop | 0.cepal.org
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