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In follow-up to the launch of the Parliamentary Staff Network on Climate Change (PNCC–Staff ) in December 

2022, this meeting served as the first occasion to convene parliamentary staff of the region and subject 

matter experts in alignment with the objectives of the Staff Network, which include facilitating knowledge 

exchanges that help promote the uptake of good practices on parliamentary climate action. Through 

expert presentations and a round table discussion, the meeting explored the ways parliamentary staff can 

provide support to parliamentary work to oversee efforts to meet national and international climate 

commitments, institutional actions to build capacity of parliamentary actors to engage on these topics, and 

initiatives to promote citizen participation in related decision making processes to ensure no one is left 

behind. 

2nd Meeting of the ParlAmericas Parliamentary 
Staff Network on Climate Change

#ParlAmericasCC #PNCCStaff

This activity aligned with SDGs 5, 13, 16, and 17.

THEMES:  climate commitments, enhancing 

technical capacity, parliamentary staff work

DATE:  August 16, 2023

PARTICIPANTS: More than 50 parliamentary staff 

and representatives of women's organizations and 

multilateral organizations from 20 countries.

LOCATION:  Virtual



2

FULL AGENDA

PRESS RELEASE

VIDEO RECORDING

PRESENTATION

MAIN TAKEAWAYS FROM THE MEETING:

Parliamentary staff offer a wealth of expertise to the parliament through technical support on addressing priority topics of the region and contribute to the overall longevity 

and effective implementation of environmental efforts in both internal and external parliamentary work due to their institutional roles, which benefits each different legislature. 

They also have the potential to apply their knowledge in other positions in political governance throughout their career.

Parliamentary staff can be key actors in the nexus of science and decision-making to promote the alignment of national plans with international climate commitment through 

the technical support provided to parliamentary oversight committees with regard to conducting research and offering recommendations to monitor the implementation of 

environmental plans.

Considering that climate change has differential impacts on women and girls, such as in their access to water and food and exposure to disaster risk, the availability of data that 

illustrates gender inequalities, as well as capacity building in gender analysis by technical officers, are both essential for ensuring parliamentary climate work is gender-

responsive.

Parliaments can lead by example through institutional efforts to measure and reduce their carbon footprint, as well as on the front of inclusivity by ensuring committee work is 

participatory and a diversity of organizations are invited to contribute to decision making on environmental matters.

AGENDA HIGHLIGHTS

Opening remarks:

Presentations:

Panellists:

Moderators:

Closing remarks:

Frédéric Forge (Canada), Senior Director of International Affairs and Integrated Reference Services Division of the Library of 

Parliament of Canada and PNCC-Staff General Coordinator

 

Cali Villalonga, President of GLOBE Legislators

Nadia Manning-Thomas, Planning and Coordination Specialist for UN Women Multi-Country Office for the Caribbean

 

Brian B. Caesar (Trinidad and Tobago), Clerk of the Senate

Juan Manuel Moreira (Argentina), Director General for Environment and Sustainable Development of the Chamber of Deputies 

and PNCC-Staff Focal point

María Victoria Lumaca (Uruguay), Technical Secretary, Committee on the Environment of the Senate and PNCC-Staff Focal point

 

Laura Prado Chacón (Costa Rica), Advisor to the Executive Directorate and PNCC-Staff Regional Coordinator for Central America 

Jatziri Pando Medina (Mexico), Technical Secretary, Environment, Natural Resources and Climate Change Committee, Senate of 

the Republic and PNCC-Staff Regional Coordinator for North America

 

Alisha Todd, Director General of ParlAmericas

https://parlamericas.org/uploads/documents/Agenda-EndingPlasticPollution-sp.pdf
https://www.parlamericas.org/uploads/documents/Agenda-PNCC-Staff-2ndMeeting-en.pdf
https://parlamericas.org/uploads/documents/PressRelease-PNCCStaff-2ndmeeting-en.pdf
https://youtu.be/zU62vVpRJUU
https://www.parlamericas.org/en/climate-change/our-work-cc.aspx
https://parlamericas.org/uploads/documents/Presentation-UNWGenderWork-en.pdf


PARTICIPATING PARLIAMENTS

Costa Rica

Colombia

Honduras

Saint Lucia

Argentina

Canada

Belize

Bolivia

Chile

Guatemala

Uruguay

Trinidad and 
Tobago

Peru
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This meeting was made possible with the generous support of the 

Government of Canada through Global Affairs Canada.

Subscribe to the ParlAmericas Podcast on 

Spotify, Apple Podcasts and Google 

Podcasts, where you can listen to sessions 

from this and other ParlAmericas activities.

Dominica

Saint Kitts and 
Nevis

Grenada

Mexico

Jamaica

https://open.spotify.com/show/5bWV3taW3wyvYbEKtB0roi
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/parlamericas-podcast/id1310044749
https://podcasts.google.com/feed/aHR0cHM6Ly9mZWVkcy5zaW1wbGVjYXN0LmNvbS9vY2lLZUVzNw==


ParlAmericas facilitates the exchange of 

parliamentary GOOD PRACTICES and 

promotes COOPERATIVE POLITICAL 

DIALOGUE in pursuit of the Sustainable 

Development Goals

ParlAmericas works towards strengthening 

democracy and governance by 

accompanying ELECTORAL 

PROCESSES

ParlAmericas is headquartered in 

OTTAWA, CANADA

ParlAmericas is the institution that promotes 

PARLIAMENTARY DIPLOMACY in the

INTER-AMERICAN SYSTEM

ParlAmericas fosters OPEN 

PARLIAMENTS by advancing the principles 

of transparency, accountability, citizen 

participation, ethics and probity

ParlAmericas is composed of the 35 

NATIONAL LEGISLATURES of the 

countries of North, Central and South 

America and the Caribbean

ParlAmericas organizes consultations and 

builds MULTI-STAKEHOLDER 

PARTNERSHIPS with young leaders 

and civil society organizations

ParlAmericas promotes policies and 

legislative measures to mitigate and adapt to 

the effects of CLIMATE CHANGE

ParlAmericas mainstreams GENDER 

EQUALITY by advocating for women’s 

political empowerment and the application of 

a gender lens in legislative work

International Secretariat of ParlAmericas 

703-155 Queen Street, Ottawa, Ontario, K1P 6L1 Canada 

Telephone: +1 (613) 947-8999

Email: info@parlamericas.org

https://twitter.com/ParlAmericas
https://www.facebook.com/ParlAmericas/
https://www.youtube.com/c/parlamericas
https://www.linkedin.com/company/parlamericas
https://www.flickr.com/photos/parlamericas/
https://open.spotify.com/show/5bWV3taW3wyvYbEKtB0roi

