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This meeting provided a space for parliamentary staff and representatives of national gender machineries 

in the Americas and the Caribbean to examine strategies and share good practices and experiences for the 

implementation of care policies within parliaments.

With the support of invited experts, there were presentations of regional and international standards on 

care to be addressed by parliaments, both at the regulatory and institutional levels, aimed at recognizing 

and valuing care work

7th Meeting of the ParlAmericas Parliamentary 
Staff Network for Gender Equality

#ParlAmericasGEN 

This activity  aligned with SDGs 5, 8 and 10.

THEMES:  Institutional care policies, co-

responsibility, work-life balance, Inter-American 

Model Law on Care

DATE:  December 13, 2023

PARTICIPANTS: More than 65 parliamentary 

staffers, representatives of national gender 

machineries and international organizations from 

20 countries of the Americas and the Caribbean

LOCATION:  Virtual

TITLE: Care Policies in Parliaments: Exchanging 

Good Practices in the Americas and the Caribbean
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AGENDA

PRESS RELEASE

Opening remarks by:

Panellists:

Dialogues moderated by:

Closing remarks by:

Senator Carmen Gloria Aravena (Chile), First Vice-President for South America of the ParlAmericas Parliamentary 

Network for Gender Equality

Sulma Campos Mata (Mexico), head of the Technical Unit for Gender Equality, Senate of the Republic

Ana Güezmes, Gender Division director, Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC)

Alejandra Mora Mora, Executive Secretary, Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM)

Claudia Fuenzalida Cereceda (Chile), head of the Planning and Management Control Unit and head of Gender 

Affairs, Senate of the Republic

Gracielle Fernanda do Nascimento Azeredo (Brazil), legislative analyst, member of the Permanent Committee 

for the Promotion of Gender and Race Equality and of the Working Group on Racial Affinity, Federal Senate

Annie Carpentier (Canada), Deputy Director, Members’ Human Resources Services, House of Commons

Chantal La Roche (Trinidad and Tobago), Parliamentary Legal Services Director

Haydeé Hernández Pérez (Costa Rica), head of the Technical Unit for Gender Equality and Equity of the 

Legislative Assembly

Sulma Campos Mata (Mexico), head of the Technical Unit for Gender Equality, Senate of the Republic

KEY CONSIDERATIONS FROM THE MEETING:

Care work comprises activities aimed at the daily well-being of people, at various levels: material, economic, moral, and emotional. It is a human right: to care, to be cared 

for, and to self-care. Given that care work is often predominantly performed by women, institutionalizing care policies in workplaces - including parliaments - and 

promoting co-responsibility helps to ensure women's economic autonomy.

It is necessary to move towards a care society, promoting a model of co-responsibility in which actors such as the State, civil society, the private sector, the community, and 

families actively contribute to and support care work. The Inter-American Model Law on Care redefines care work and its Implementation Guide includes the highest 

standards on care and co-responsibility.

Parliaments not only have an external task in the development of regulations to recognize care as a right but must also promote transformations within parliaments 

through institutional measures that address the care related needs in a diversity of families and contexts. For more details on existing practices in the region, see the Briefing 

Document on Lactation and Daycare Facilities in the Americas and the Caribbean.

AGENDA HIGHLIGHTS

BRIEFING 

DOCUMENT

PRESENTATIONS

https://parlamericas.org/uploads/documents/Agenda-PNGE-Staff-Dec23-en.pdf
https://parlamericas.org/new/meeting-of-the-parlamericas-parliamentary-staff-network-on-gender-equality-highlighted-strategies-to-address-care-policies-in-national-parliaments/
https://repositorio.cepal.org/server/api/core/bitstreams/5d94a78a-b8ac-487e-bfba-214ed496c68b/content
https://repositorio.cepal.org/server/api/core/bitstreams/5d94a78a-b8ac-487e-bfba-214ed496c68b/content
https://repositorio.cepal.org/server/api/core/bitstreams/5d94a78a-b8ac-487e-bfba-214ed496c68b/content
https://www.oas.org/es/cim/docs/LeyModeloCuidados-EN.pdf
https://www.oas.org/en/cim/docs/Gu%C3%ADa%20de%20implementaci%C3%B3n_LMIC_ENG_fn.pdf
https://parlamericas.org/uploads/documents/Publication-LactationDayCareFacilitiesParliaments-en.pdf
https://parlamericas.org/uploads/documents/Publication-LactationDayCareFacilitiesParliaments-en.pdf
https://parlamericas.org/our-work-pnge/?wpvyeardisplay=2023


PARLIAMENTS REPRESENTED

3

This activity was made possible with the generous support of the 

Government of Canada through Global Affairs Canada.

Subscribe to the ParlAmericas Podcast on 

Apple Podcasts, Google Podcasts, or Spotify, 

where you can listen to sessions from 

ParlAmericas activities.
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https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/parlamericas-podcast/id1310044749
https://podcasts.google.com/feed/aHR0cHM6Ly9mZWVkcy5zaW1wbGVjYXN0LmNvbS9vY2lLZUVzNw==
https://open.spotify.com/show/5bWV3taW3wyvYbEKtB0roi


ParlAmericas facilitates the exchange of 

parliamentary GOOD PRACTICES and 

promotes COOPERATIVE POLITICAL 

DIALOGUE in pursuit of the Sustainable 

Development Goals

ParlAmericas works towards strengthening 

democracy and governance by 

accompanying ELECTORAL 

PROCESSES

ParlAmericas is headquartered in 

OTTAWA, CANADA

ParlAmericas is the institution that promotes 

PARLIAMENTARY DIPLOMACY  

 in the INTER-AMERICAN SYSTEM

ParlAmericas fosters OPEN 

PARLIAMENTS by advancing the principles 

of transparency, accountability, citizen 

participation, ethics and probity

ParlAmericas is composed of the 35 

NATIONAL LEGISLATURES of the 

countries of North, Central and South 

America and the Caribbean

ParlAmericas organizes consultations and 

builds MULTI-STAKEHOLDER 

PARTNERSHIPS with young leaders 

and civil society organizations

ParlAmericas promotes policies and 

legislative measures to mitigate and adapt to 

the effects of CLIMATE CHANGE

ParlAmericas mainstreams GENDER 

EQUALITY by advocating for women’s 

political empowerment and the application of 

a gender lens in legislative work

International Secretariat of ParlAmericas 

703-155 Queen Street, Ottawa, Ontario, K1P 6L1 Canada 

Telephone: +1 (613) 947-8999

Email: info@parlamericas.org

https://twitter.com/ParlAmericas
https://www.facebook.com/ParlAmericas/
https://www.youtube.com/c/parlamericas
https://www.linkedin.com/company/parlamericas
https://www.flickr.com/photos/parlamericas/
https://open.spotify.com/show/5bWV3taW3wyvYbEKtB0roi
https://www.instagram.com/parlamericas/

