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‘9 THEMES: Gender equality; women's

parliamentary caucuses
DATES: November 2, 2023
9 LOCATION: Gros Islet, Saint Lucia

@ PARTICIPANTS: More than 30 parliamentarians,
parliamentary staff, and experts from 8 countries
and territories in the Caribbean

Q ORGANIZING PARTNERS: UN Women Multi
Country Office- Caribbean and the Parliament of
Saint Lucia
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This activity aligned with SDGs 5 and 16.
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Exchange among Representatives of
Caribbean Women's Parliamentary Caucuses

This gathering of representatives of women’s parliamentary caucuses in the Caribbean facilitated
exchange on current priorities and on good practices for caucus functioning and enabled the
strengthening of networks among these bodies. Discussion explored areas for ParlAmericas and UN
Women Caribbean to support their ongoing work, and on the ways in which current caucuses can provide
guidance and support to one another and to other parliaments interested in establishing women'’s
caucuses across the Caribbean.
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Opening remarks by: AGENDA
¢ Senator the Honourable Alvina Reynolds (Saint Lucia), President of the Senate L
¢ Alisha Todd, Director General, ParlAmericas
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Facilitator: = PRESS RELEASE
¢ Letitia Nicholas, Monitoring and Reporting Analyst, UN Women Caribbean % Zl

MAIN CONCLUSIONS

During the exchange among representatives of Caribbean women’s parliamentary caucuses, the following key learnings on the establishment and functioning of women'’s
caucuses were discussed:

¢ The structure and membership of women's parliamentary caucuses across the region varies in accordance with the goals of the caucuses’ members and the national
parliamentary context. International organisations such as ParlAmericas, UN Women Caribbean, and the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association have supported
parliaments with the establishment of the existing caucuses.

¢ Women's parliamentary caucuses in the Caribbean region - regardless of their structure - face common challenges in their establishment and ongoing functioning,
including challenges to cross-party communication and collaboration, the need for additional institutional supports like staff assistance and materials like codes of
conduct, a lack of availability of relevant data to support legislative efforts on gender equality themes, power imbalances and gender inequalities within parliaments and
in society more broadly, and a need for the continued growth of men’s allyship to gender equality work in parliament.

¢ Caucuses in the region have achieved various outcomes through their work, including the development of legislation and reviews of gaps in existing laws related to
women’s rights, advocacy on gender inequality issues, fostering public and parliamentary discussions on promoting women’s participation in parliament, the creation of

parliamentary youth programming, and the organization of training sessions.
¢ Thereis a need for further training, resources, and parliamentary exchange to overcome the challenges faced.



https://www.parlamericas.org/uploads/documents/Agenda-MeetingforWomensCaucuses-StLucia-en.pdf
https://parlamericas.org/uploads/documents/PressRelease-WomensCaucusExchange-en.pdf
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Subscribe to the ParlAmericas Podcast on

= ; Apple Podcasts, Google Podcasts, or Spotify,
(ParlAmericas | & : ,
where you can listen to sessions from

Podcast ParlAmericas activities.



https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/parlamericas-podcast/id1310044749
https://podcasts.google.com/feed/aHR0cHM6Ly9mZWVkcy5zaW1wbGVjYXN0LmNvbS9vY2lLZUVzNw==
https://open.spotify.com/show/5bWV3taW3wyvYbEKtB0roi
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International Secretariat of ParlAmericas
703-155 Queen Street, Ottawa, Ontario, K1P 6L1 Canada
Telephone: +1 (613) 947-8999

Email: info@parlamericas.org
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https://twitter.com/ParlAmericas
https://www.facebook.com/ParlAmericas/
https://www.youtube.com/c/parlamericas
https://www.linkedin.com/company/parlamericas
https://www.flickr.com/photos/parlamericas/
https://open.spotify.com/show/5bWV3taW3wyvYbEKtB0roi
https://www.instagram.com/parlamericas/

