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The dialogue examined the role of renewable energy in the context of the Global Stocktake, diverse 

national environments, and successful policy designs. Legislators and experts highlighted the 

intersectional implications and the socio-economic co-benefits of promoting urgent action on renewable 

energy uptake to meet the Paris Agreement goal of limiting average temperature increase to 1.5°C. 

Moreover, the dialogue noted how decision makers can better engage with civil society including women, 

youth, Indigenous populations, and civil society organizations to ensure the energy transition is inclusive 

and provides pathways of empowerment, following the guidelines of energy justice.

Upscaling Renewable Energy Deployment for 
the Good of All: The Role of Legislators

#ParlAmericasCC #LACCW2023

This activity  aligned with SDGs 5, 7, 8, 9, 10, and 13.

THEMES:  Renewable Energy, Decarbonization,      

Just Transition  

DATES:  October 25, 2023

LOCATION:  Panama City, Panama

PARTICIPANTS: More than 35 parliamentarians, 

parliamentary staff, youth leaders, and 

representatives of civil society and multilateral 

organizations

ORGANIZING PARTNER: Global Renewable 

Congress (GRC) and IRENA
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Opening remarks by:

Keynote:

Panellists: 

Moderators:

Closing remarks by:

The Honourable Member of the National Assembly Fernando Arce (Panama), ParlAmericas Board Member

Bärbel Höhn, GRC Chair and acting Ambassador for Energy Reform in Africa

Juan Carlos Villalonga, President of GLOBE Legislators and former Member of the Chamber of Deputies of Argentina

Paola Vega, Member of GRC, former Member of the Legislative Assembly of Costa Rica and former Vice-President of the ParlAmericas 

Parliamentary Network on Climate Change (PNCC) 

Charlin Bodley, Manager of Rocky Mountain Institute's Energy Transition Academy and Women in Renewable Energy (WIRE) Network

The Honourable Oscar Mira (Belize), Minister of State in the Ministry of National Security and Defense

Joice Mendez, United Nations Secretary General’s Youth Advisory Group on Climate Change and IRENA Youth Leader

Senator Anthony Vieira (Trinidad and Tobago), Vice-President for the Caribbean of the ParlAmericas Parliamentary 

Network on Climate Change 

Enrique Maurtua Konstantinidis, Senior consultant on climate policy, Global Gas and Oil Network

Guadalupe Gonzalez, Director of Electricity, Panama National Secretariat of Energy

KEY CONCLUSIONS FROM THE MEETING

Renewables are demonstrating to be reliable sources of energy. Moreover, the capital price to install these systems is reducing, for example in the last few years solar energy has 

reduced 85% in cost, proving that society has the tools and technology to meet its transition goals. 

The renewable energy matrix needs to be diverse to avoid dependence on a single source of energy. 

There are opportunities for energy laws to be reformed or created to promote the use of distributed energy resources, improve energy efficiency, ensure adequate infrastructure 

to help support the energy transition, reward renewable energy uptake through incentives, and legally bind the commitments made in the Nationally Determined Contributions 

(NDCs) of the country. 

The energy transition should be designed in consultation with women, youth, Indigenous groups, rural populations, workers from sunset industries, among other stakeholders 

to ensure clean energy systems are available to all, financially accessible, considerate of generations to come, its benefits equitably distributed, and provides avenues for which 

interested individuals can participate in the sector.  

Effectively communicating the co-benefits of the energy transition, as well as promoting energy literacy and capacity building programs, is important in order to improve social 

acceptance for renewable projects and to help support the empowerment of community members, such as youth, women, and Indigenous populations.

Within the energy sector, only 2% of available jobs are held by women, however these are mostly in administrative roles and not in a technical field. Therefore, to close the 

gender gap in this sector, a multi-stakeholder and evidence-based approach, which is founded on data that is gender disaggregated, must be taken. 

AGENDA HIGHLIGHTS

FULL AGENDA

PRESS RELEASE

PRESENTATIONS

VIDEO RECORDING

PODCAST EPISODE

https://www.iea.org/reports/unlocking-the-potential-of-distributed-energy-resources
https://parlamericas.org/uploads/documents/Agenda-LACCW23-RenewableEnergy-en.pdf
https://parlamericas.org/uploads/documents/PressRelease-RenewableEnergy-en.pdf
https://parlamericas.org/our-work-cc/?wpvyeardisplay=2023
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4OzkmevLUPs
https://parlamericas.simplecast.com/episodes/el-estado-de-la-matriz-energetica-como-puede-el-trabajo-legislativo-impulsar-una-transicion-justa-y-equitativa-en-la-region
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This activity was made possible with the generous support of the 

Government of Canada through Global Affairs Canada.

Subscribe to the ParlAmericas Podcast on 

Apple Podcasts, Google Podcasts, or Spotify, 

where you can listen to sessions from 

ParlAmericas activities.
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https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/parlamericas-podcast/id1310044749
https://podcasts.google.com/feed/aHR0cHM6Ly9mZWVkcy5zaW1wbGVjYXN0LmNvbS9vY2lLZUVzNw==
https://open.spotify.com/show/5bWV3taW3wyvYbEKtB0roi


ParlAmericas facilitates the exchange of 

parliamentary GOOD PRACTICES and 

promotes COOPERATIVE POLITICAL 

DIALOGUE in pursuit of the Sustainable 

Development Goals

ParlAmericas works towards strengthening 

democracy and governance by 

accompanying ELECTORAL 

PROCESSES

ParlAmericas is headquartered in 

OTTAWA, CANADA

ParlAmericas is the institution that promotes 

PARLIAMENTARY DIPLOMACY  

 in the INTER-AMERICAN SYSTEM

ParlAmericas fosters OPEN 

PARLIAMENTS by advancing the principles 

of transparency, accountability, citizen 

participation, ethics and probity

ParlAmericas is composed of the 35 

NATIONAL LEGISLATURES of the 

countries of North, Central and South 

America and the Caribbean

ParlAmericas organizes consultations and 

builds MULTI-STAKEHOLDER 

PARTNERSHIPS with young leaders 

and civil society organizations

ParlAmericas promotes policies and 

legislative measures to mitigate and adapt to 

the effects of CLIMATE CHANGE

ParlAmericas mainstreams GENDER 

EQUALITY by advocating for women’s 

political empowerment and the application of 

a gender lens in legislative work
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