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Recognizing the importance and strength of parliamentary women’s caucuses in achieving gender 

equality, this subregional exchange was convened to provide support to the parliaments in the Caribbean 
region who are currently in the process of - or have an interest in – establishing a women’s parliamentary 

caucus. 

The participants learned from representatives of existing women’s caucuses about processes and good 

practices for ensuring a caucus’ successful creation and its ongoing effective and sustainable functioning.

Subregional Exchange on Establishing 
Parliamentary Women's Caucuses

#ParlAmericasGEN #CSW66Caribbean

This activity  aligned with SDGs 5, 10, 16, and 17.

THEMES:  Women's empowerment, women's 

caucuses, women's leadership, political participation of 

women

DATES:  May 30, 2022

PARTICIPANTS: More than 35 parliamentarians and 

parliamentary staff from 12 countries

ORGANIZING PARTNER: Commonwealth 

Parliamentary Association, UN Women Multi-Country 

Office for the Caribbean

LOCATION:  Virtual
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FULL AGENDA

PRESS RELEASE

VIDEO RECORDING

TOOLKIT

Welcome remarks by:

Panel discussion: Experiences establishing and sustaining women's caucuses

Moderator: 

Responses by regional organisations and opportunities for support: 

Closing remarks by:

 The Hon. Bridgid Annisette-George (Trinidad and Tobago), Speaker of the House of Representatives and Vice-

President of ParlAmericas  

Tonni Brodber, Representative, UN Women MCO Caribbean

The Hon. Alincia Williams Grant (Antigua and Barbuda), President of the Senate and representative of the Antigua 

and Barbuda Network of Women Parliamentarians

The Right Hon. Maria Miller (United Kingdom), Member of Parliament and representative of the UK Parliament's All 

Party Parliamentary Group on Women in Parliament

The Hon. Justine Mukowba (Rwanda), Member of the Chamber of Deputies and Secretary General of the Rwanda 

Women Parliamentary Forum 

 

Lisane Thirsk, Deputy Director - Gender Equality and Communications, ParlAmericas

James Pinell, Deputy Head of Programmes - Multilateral Engagements, CPA 

Eilish Elliott, Project Manager - Gender Equality, ParlAmericas 

Isiuwa Iyahen, Deputy Representative, UN Women Caribbean  

The Hon. Valerie Woods (Belize), Speaker of the House of Representatives and the Commonwealth Women 

Parliamentarians Steering Committee Member for the CPA Caribbean, Americas, and Atlantic Region. 

MAIN TAKEAWAYS FROM THE SESSION:

Globally, women are disproportionately underrepresented in parliaments. Parliamentary women’s caucuses serve as important forums and spaces for women in parliament to 

come together to address, advocate for, and advance issues related to women’s rights and gender equality.

There is no single method for developing a parliamentary women’s caucus and the effectiveness of a caucus is linked to consensus amongst members on its organisational 

structure and objectives.

Caucuses require networking, resources, education and training, and allyship with men parliamentary colleagues and other stakeholders to effect and advance change. Support 

from parliamentary staff or other actors for administrative assistance is also invaluable.

Multipartisanship can be facilitated in parliamentary women’s caucuses by pursuing objectives that members assess to be of common interest, fostering collective 

responsibility.

Agenda Highlights

https://parlamericas.org/uploads/documents/Agenda_CaucusExchange_Online.pdf
https://www.parlamericas.org/uploads/documents/PR_CaribCaucus_ENG.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MG30jaOZcPk
https://parlgendertools.org/en/gender-caucuses/


PARTICIPATING PARLIAMENTS ORGANIZING PARTNERS

3

This activity was made possible with the generous support of the 

Government of Canada through Global Affairs Canada.

Subscribe to the ParlAmericas Podcast on 

Apple Podcasts, Google Podcasts, or Spotify, 

where you can listen to sessions from 

ParlAmericas activities.

Antigua and 
Barbuda Belize Jamaica

Saint Lucia
Saint Kitts and 
Nevis

Trinidad and 
Tobago

Suriname United Kingdom

Rwanda

https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/parlamericas-podcast/id1310044749
https://podcasts.google.com/feed/aHR0cHM6Ly9mZWVkcy5zaW1wbGVjYXN0LmNvbS9vY2lLZUVzNw==
https://open.spotify.com/show/5bWV3taW3wyvYbEKtB0roi


ParlAmericas facilitates the exchange of 

parliamentary GOOD PRACTICES and 

promotes COOPERATIVE POLITICAL 

DIALOGUE in pursuit of the Sustainable 

Development Goals

ParlAmericas works towards strengthening 

democracy and governance by 

accompanying ELECTORAL 

PROCESSES

ParlAmericas is headquartered in 

OTTAWA, CANADA

ParlAmericas is the institution that promotes 

PARLIAMENTARY DIPLOMACY  

 in the INTER-AMERICAN SYSTEM

ParlAmericas fosters OPEN 

PARLIAMENTS by advancing the principles 

of transparency, accountability, citizen 

participation, ethics and probity

ParlAmericas is composed of the 35 

NATIONAL LEGISLATURES of the 

countries of North, Central and South 

America and the Caribbean

ParlAmericas organizes consultations and 

builds MULTI-STAKEHOLDER 

PARTNERSHIPS with young leaders 

and civil society organizations

ParlAmericas promotes policies and 

legislative measures to mitigate and adapt to 

the effects of CLIMATE CHANGE

ParlAmericas mainstreams GENDER 

EQUALITY by advocating for women’s 

political empowerment and the application of 

a gender lens in legislative work

International Secretariat of ParlAmericas 

703-155 Queen Street, Ottawa, Ontario, K1P 6L1 Canada 

Telephone: +1 (613) 947-8999

Email: info@parlamericas.org

https://twitter.com/ParlAmericas
https://www.facebook.com/ParlAmericas/
https://www.youtube.com/c/parlamericas
https://www.linkedin.com/company/parlamericas
https://www.flickr.com/photos/parlamericas/
https://open.spotify.com/show/5bWV3taW3wyvYbEKtB0roi

