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ParlAmericas participates in the 2nd Meeting of the Community of Practice for the Reliability of the
Budget

On the 5th and 6th of December, Member of the Legislative Assembly Maria Inés Solis Quirds (Costa Rica),
member of the Board of Directors of ParlAmericas represented ParlAmericas in the second meeting of the
Community of Practice for the Reliability of the Budget, organized by the International Budget Partnership
(IBP), in Washington DC, United States of America. This meeting was attended by government, civil society
and international organization representatives, who shared their knowledge regarding the budget, some
of the issues that arise from the deviation from it, and the role of different actors of the society in order
to collaborate ensuring compliance to the approved budget.

One of the key factors of the credibility of the budget, is the trust of the citizens in the priorities set within
the budget. One of the major problems identified by the IBP, especially in countries with limited means,
is the lack of execution of budgeted projects of economic and social development, due to diversions from
the budget. ParlAmericas provided a legislative perspective in the discussions, taking in consideration the
important role of the parliaments in the planning, implementation and control of the budgets.

Member of the Legislative Assembly Solis Quirds participated in the panel The Role of the Oversight Actors
of the Budget and discussed about the role of the parliaments in different phases of the national budget,
from its elaboration to its approval and the auditing phase of the expenses, emphasizing in the work of
control conducted by the parliament demanding accountability.

Member of the Legislative Assembly Maria Inés Solis Quirds affirmed that “the lack of transparency in the
accountability regarding the change of priorities generates skepticism and mistrust from the citizens in
the undertaken commitments by the governments. For this reason, the parliaments have a significant role
in the analysis, modification and control of the assignment of the budget in order to ensure that it is
reliable and implemented in an effective way”.

In the same manner, member of the Legislative Assembly Solis Quirds presented the publication
Strengthening the Accountability Through Fiscal Openness: A Tool Kit for Members of Parliament of the
Americas and the Caribbean, elaborated by ParlAmericas in collaboration with the Institute of Fiscal
Studies and Democracy (IFSD) and the Global Institute of Fiscal Transparency (GIFT). This publication
presents opportunities to improve transparency, accountability and citizen participation in the different
phases of the budget that passes through the parliament, and highlights the constant collaboration with
governmental institutions, civil society and other relevant actors.
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The meeting concluded with a discussion about the following steps, which emphasized the importance of
finding a better collaboration with different governmental acts of budget control, such as parliaments,
which will be the strategical entities that will demand transparency and accountability from the
government regarding the expenses of the budget.
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