
Forums of Women in Political Parties meet to discuss women’s political participation

and leadership

OTTAWA (CANADA), March 5, 2024 – Within the framework of activities to commemorate International

Women’s Day and as a follow-up to the First Regional Gathering of Forums of Women in Political Parties

held in August 2023 in San José, Costa Rica, more than 80 representatives from six Forums of Women in

Political Parties from five countries in the region gathered today for a virtual dialogue on the challenges

and opportunities related to women’s political participation and leadership.

The session began with opening remarks by Senator Verónica Noemí Camino Farjat (Mexico),

President of the ParlAmericas Parliamentary Network for Gender Equality. This was followed by a

panel discussion, moderated by Member of Congress Andrea Villagrán (Guatemala), Second

Vice-President for Central America of the ParlAmericas Parliamentary Network for Gender

Equality. The panel featured Luz Patricia Mejía, Technical Secretary of the Follow-up Mechanism

to the Belém do Pará Convention (MESECVI) of the Inter-American Commission of Women of the

Organization of American States, and Marcela Durrieu, former parliamentarian and founder of the

collective Ojo Paritario, who discussed challenges and opportunities related to implementing

regional standards to address gender-based political violence and promoting the principle of

parity.

Afterwards, participants representing the Forums of Women in Political Parties were invited to

share strategies and best practices on eliminating gender-based political violence and promoting

women’s political participation in electoral and decision-making processes through an open

dialogue moderated by Member of the Legislative Assembly Carolina Delgado (Costa Rica),

President of the Special Standing Committee on Women, President of the Front of Women in

Political Parties of Costa Rica, and Member of the ParlAmericas Board of Directors. The meeting

concluded with closing remarks by Members of the National Assembly Karla Núñez (Nicaragua)

and Shaira Downs (Nicaragua), as well as Member of the National Assembly Arling Alonso

(Nicaragua), Member of the ParlAmericas Board of Directors.

Quote

Senator Verónica Noemí Camino Farjat (Mexico), President of the ParlAmericas Parliamentary

Network for Gender Equality

“These initiatives are founded on the value of sisterhood among women politicians as a necessary quality

to build on what has already been built in order to make progress on the road to equality based on the

achievements of the many activists who, with great effort, have carved a path towards gender equality

and the recognition of women’s political rights.”

https://parlamericas.org/uploads/documents/ActivityReport-ForumsWomenPoliticalParties-en.pdf


Quote

Member of the Legislative Assembly Carolina Delgado (Costa Rica), President of the Front of Women in

Political Parties of Costa Rica and Member of the ParlAmericas Board of Directors

“Forums and Fronts of Women in Political Parties should be seen as safe spaces for sharing experiences

and good practices at the party level, institutionalizing mechanisms to promote equality and respect for

women’s political rights in order to achieve significant changes within parties.”

***

For further information, visit www.parlamericas.org and follow us on

About ParlAmericas

ParlAmericas is the institution that promotes parliamentary diplomacy in the inter-American system.

Composed of the 35 national legislatures in North, Central and South America, and the Caribbean,

ParlAmericas promotes cooperative political dialogue, facilitates the exchange of good legislative

practices, and produces tailored resources to support parliamentarians in their work. The International

Secretariat of ParlAmericas is headquartered in Ottawa, Canada.

https://www.parlamericas.org/en.aspx
https://twitter.com/parlamericas
https://www.facebook.com/ParlAmericas/
https://www.youtube.com/c/parlamericas
https://www.linkedin.com/company/parlamericas
https://www.flickr.com/photos/parlamericas/
https://www.instagram.com/parlamericas/

