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Young Women of Trinidad and Tobago Take Their Seats in Parliament for International Women’s Day
On March 5, 6, and 9, 2020, ParlAmericas and Caribbean Women in Leadership (CIWiL) will host the
inaugural Young Women in Leadership initiative (YWiL) in Port of Spain, in partnership with the
Parliament of Trinidad and Tobago. This initiative will bring together more than 55 young women
leaders between the ages of 18-25 from across Trinidad and Tobago who are interested in politics and
community leadership for skills-building workshops, networking sessions, and dialogue on themes of
importance to the country. The leadership workshops will culminate in a historic all-women sitting in the
Parliament of Trinidad and Tobago on March 9 in celebration of International Women’s Day.
Grounded in the concept of transformational leadership to support the advancement of human rights
and full equality for all persons, the YWiL leadership workshops will include sessions on applying a
gender lens in decision-making, building effective leadership skills, and exploring personal leadership
styles and planning.
The two-day leadership workshops will prepare participants for the first-ever all-women YWiL
Parliamentary Sitting in the Chamber of the House of Representatives where each participant will serve
as a parliamentarian or officer of parliament for a debate on a budget amendment bill developed
through a gender-responsive budgeting process. This simulated bill will propose fund reallocations in
line with identified gender equality priorities, which participants will review and share responses
drawing on their expertise and research, and in line with their assigned role. The Sitting will conclude
with remarks by the Honourable Bridgid Annisette-George, Speaker of the House of Representatives and
Member of the ParlAmericas Board of Directors.
This initiative is one in a series of such activities that will be organised in countries across the region,
forming a core component of the ParlAmericas-CIWiL joint project to advance women’s political
participation in the Caribbean, supported by the Government of Canada through Global Affairs Canada.
Each activity will be designed to encourage young women to consider public leadership as a future
career path, and to build knowledge, skills, and networks beneficial to this work. Participants will also be
encouraged to share their learning to positively impact their communities and countries.
Follow the meeting using #YWiLTT, or by visiting the @ParlAmericas and @_CIWiL social media pages.
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