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ParlAmericas participates in high-level seminar in Ottawa on ending violence against women 

 

Ahead of the International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women, the Embassies of the Dominican 

Republic, Ecuador and Paraguay in Canada, in collaboration with the office of the Honourable Senator Rosa 

Gálvez (Canada), organized a First Reflection Seminar on the Elimination of Violence against Women. The 

seminar was held at the Senate of Canada and attended by dignitaries, parliamentarians, civil servants and 

representatives of civil society organizations. 

 

The opening remarks were delivered by Ambassador Pedro Vergés Ciman (Dominican Republic), Ambassador 

Diego Stacey (Ecuador), Ambassador Inés Martínez Valinotti (Paraguay), and Senator Gálvez, who serves as Chair 

of the Canadian Section of ParlAmericas and Vice-President for the ParlAmericas Parliamentary Network on 

Climate Change. 

 

In her remarks Senator Gálvez stated, “When we see injustice and violence happening, we need to talk and 

intervene. Otherwise, we are giving permission for this to happen.” 

 

The seminar was moderated by Ms. Lisane Thirsk, Deputy Director for Gender Equality and Communications at 

the ParlAmericas Secretariat. The panellists were Senator Gálvez; Ms. Alejandra Mora Mora, Executive Secretary 

of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM); Ms. Julia Maciel González, Vice-Chair of the United Nations 

Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions (ACABQ); Ms. Monique Forster, community 

leader and educator on gender and social integration issues; and Ms. Anita Vandenbeld, Member of Parliament 

of Canada. Each of the panellists shared information and reflections on the shared problem of violence against 

women, as well as possible solutions informed by their unique areas of work.  

 

For further information on ParlAmericas’ gender equality work, visit www.parlamericas.org and follow us on 

social media with the hashtag #ParlAmericasGEN.  
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