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ParlAmericas is the institution that promotes parliamentary diplomacy in the inter-American system. Composed of the 35 
national legislatures in North, Central and South America, and the Caribbean, ParlAmericas promotes cooperative political 
dialogue, facilitates the exchange of good legislative practices, and produces tailored resources to support parliamentarians in 
their work. The International Secretariat of ParlAmericas is headquartered in Ottawa, Canada. For more information, visit 
www.parlamericas.org or write to info@parlamericas.org. 

 

 
PRESS RELEASE  

For immediate release 
 

Ottawa, February 3, 2022 
 
ParlAmericas attended the regular session of the Permanent Council of the Organization of 
American States held on February 2, 2022. 
 
Senator Blanca Ovelar (Paraguay), President of ParlAmericas, and the Honorable Bridgid 
Annisette-George (Trinidad and Tobago), Speaker of the House of Representatives and Vice 
President of ParlAmericas, joined the Regular Session of the Permanent Council of the 
Organization of American States (OAS) on February 2, 2022, convened by its Chair, His Excellency 
Ambassador Everson Hull, Permanent Representative of Saint Kitts and Nevis. 
 
The purpose of President Ovelar and Vice President Annisette-George’s attendance was to 
present to the diplomatic delegations the work that ParlAmericas has developed in the 
hemisphere during these first 20 years of the institution, as well as to share with them the  
perspectives for the future. 
 
In her address, President Ovelar referred to the role of ParlAmericas in the Inter-American 
System, noting that "our active and diverse membership, represented by the legislatures of the 
hemisphere, recognizes that strengthening cooperation between the executive and legislative 
branches of the countries of the Americas and the Caribbean is an essential condition for the 
advancement of democracy, human rights, multidimensional security, and sustainable 
development, pillars of the OAS and causes that we also support in ParlAmericas.” 
 
Vice President Annisette-George, in turn, stated that “given the uncertainties and polarizations 
that characterize our world today, it is more urgent than ever that our steps are well coordinated, 
that our political ties are strong. Our channels of communication must be open and regular. An 
ongoing exchange between our branches of Government – in such high-level spaces as this – 
represents an essential opportunity to strengthen democratic dialogue and to transform it into 
meaningful action.” 
 
ParlAmericas' participation in the most recent session of the OAS Permanent Council is a result 
of the close relationship between the two organizations and is a true reflection of the importance 
of promoting multilateralism to address issues of hemispheric importance. 
 
To watch President Ovelar's and Vice President Annisette-George's remarks, please visit the 
following link. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4CIy6eu8Q5s&t=6215s&ab_channel=OASOEAVideos
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ParlAmericas es la institución que promueve la diplomacia parlamentaria en el sistema interamericano. Compuesta por 35 
legislaturas nacionales de Norte, Centro y Sudamérica y el Caribe, ParlAmericas promueve el diálogo político cooperativo, facilita 
el intercambio de buenas prácticas legislativas y elabora recursos especialmente diseñados para apoyar a las y los parlamentarios 
en el desempeño de sus funciones. La Secretaría Internacional de ParlAmericas tiene su sede en Ottawa, Canadá. Para obtener 
más información, visite www.parlamericas.org o contáctenos a info@parlamericas.org. 

To learn more about ParlAmericas work, visit www.parlamericas.org and follow @ParlAmericas 
on social media. 
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