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This activity  aligned with SDGs 16.
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THEME:

DATES:

LOCATION:

PARTICIPANTS:

ParlAmericas convened a series of activities soliciting

inputs to update and expand its Road Map towards

Legislative Openness. Published in 2016, this

document was co-created by legislatures and civil

society representatives from across the Americas and

the Caribbean, and its pillars of transparency,

accountability, citizen participation, and ethics have

inspired and shaped open parliament commitments

and action plans at national levels.

Online Survey

The review process started with an online survey which

was distributed in December 2020 to identify which

topics and aspects should be included in the new

edition of the Road Map. Representatives of parliaments

and civil society from 24 countries contributed to the

findings.

 

Inter-Parliamentary Meetings

Once the submissions of the survey were organized,

virtual meetings were held to discuss the concrete

changes and updates that would be included in the new

edition, taking into account the experiences and work

priorities identified by representatives of parliaments

and civil society organizations in the hemisphere, in

favour of promoting legislative openness.

 

 

The meetings included the following:

Session in the Caribbean Clerks Programme,

organized by the Commonwealth Parliamentary

Association UK Branch (CPA-UK) (January 14)

2nd Meeting of the ParlAmericas Parliamentary Staff

Network on Open Parliament, which was attended by

96 representatives of legislative branches from 16

Latin American countries (January 22)

Working Meeting of Caribbean Presiding Officers on

Open Parliament, which brought together 22

representatives from 10 countries (April 19)

Co-creation meeting between parliamentarians and

representatives of civil society organizations who are

members of the Latin American Network for

Legislative Transparency, which was attended by 18

representatives from 10 countries (May 17)

Session in the Caribbean Clerks Programme:
Ms. Esmalene Cox-Jn Louis, Deputy Clerk of
Parliament (Saint Lucia)
Mr. Eddie Webster, Clerk of the National Assembly
(Belize)

  
2nd Meeting of the ParlAmericas Parliamentary
Staff Network on Open Parliament:

Senator Blanca Ovelar (Paraguay), President of
ParlAmericas
Mr. Waldir Bezerra Miranda (Brazil), Deputy
Secretary General of the Governing Board, Federal
Senate
Ms. María Liz Sosa (Paraguay), Director General of
Legislative Strengthening and External Cooperation
of the Chamber of Senators
Mr. Juan Carlos Chavarría (Costa Rica), Director of
the Department of Citizen Participation of the
Legislative Assembly
Ms. Rocío Noriega (Chile), Adviser to the Bicameral
Transparency Group of the National Congress
Mr. Mauricio Sarabia (Ecuador), General
Coordinator of Planning of the National Assembly

  
Working Meeting of Caribbean Presiding Officers:

The Honourable Bridgid Annisette-George
(Trinidad and Tobago), Speaker of the House of
Representatives and Vice-President of ParlAmericas
The Honourable Senator Ranard Eric Henfield (The
Bahamas), Vice-President for the Caribbean of the
ParlAmericas Open Parliament Network

  
Co-creation meeting between parliamentarians and
representatives of civil society organizations:

Member of the Chamber of Deputies Javier
Macaya (Chile), President of the ParlAmericas Open
Parliament Network
Senator Berta Caraveo (Mexico), Vice-President for
North America of the ParlAmericas Open Parliament
Network
Member of the Legislative Assembly Ana Lucía
Delgado (Costa Rica), First Vice-President for
Central America of the ParlAmericas Open
Parliament Network
Member of the National Assembly Corina Cano
(Panama), Second Vice-President for Central
America of the ParlAmericas Open Parliament
Network

ORGANIZING PARTNER:

AGENDA HIGHLIGHTS

http://parlamericas.org/uploads/documents/Roadmap-EN-SCREEN.pdf
https://www.uk-cpa.org/media/3962/final-caribbean-clerk-report.pdf
http://parlamericas.org/uploads/documents/Press_release_2a_Reunion_Funcionarios-as_eng.pdf
http://parlamericas.org/uploads/documents/PressRelease_eng.pdf
http://parlamericas.org/uploads/documents/Press%20Release_Co-creation%20Meeting_RoadMap_eng.pdf


MAIN CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE ROAD MAP TOWARDS LEGISLATIVE OPENNESS

 

The incorporation of and emphasis on co-creation as a central aspect of open parliament and its promotion in commitments and action plans

The incorporation of technological innovation across all pillars of open parliament, taking into account the digital transformation processes in legislative branches related

to the transition to virtual sittings

The consolidation of mechanisms for parliamentary oversight, including the comprehensive monitoring of progress with regard to issues that are national priorities, such

as the Sustainable Development Goals and the fight against corruption

The strengthening of spaces and mechanisms for inclusive citizen participation that take into account vulnerable populations

The adoption of public integrity systems to ensure compliance with codes of ethics and lobbying laws, and the provision of technical support to parliamentarians and

parliamentary staff with regard to these issues
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Next Steps

 

Following the organization of the contributions received at each of the meetings, a

draft of the new Road Map will be posted online for the submission of additional

comments. Afterwards, the Executive Committee of the Open Parliament Network

will approve the final version before its official launch. The new edition of the Road

Map will include the updated definition of open parliament, emphasizing the value

and importance of co-creation processes, a re-organization of the key aspects in each

pillar, as well as new concepts added to the glossary.

 

A new edition of the Legislative Transparency Index will also be launched this year,

based on a new methodology that was presented at one of the meetings in the Road

Map review process. This Index was prepared by civil society organizations that are

part of the Latin American Network for Legislative Transparency and measures

policies for legislative openness in place since 2011 by evaluating regulations, work,

budgets and administrative management, as well as citizen participation .The new

index will be in line with the pillars of open parliament, in order to cover a greater

number of topics.

The agendas and presentations of these activities are available on the Our Work section of the ParlAmericas website, and the updated version of the Road Map will be

posted on the Open Parliament section.

https://www.transparencialegislativa.org/indice
https://www.transparencialegislativa.org/noticia/red-latinoamericana-por-la-transparencia-legislativa-rltl-promueve-parlamentos-abiertos-y-evaluara-la-apertura-de-14-congresos-y-asambleas-en-latinoamerica
http://parlamericas.org/en/open-parliament/our-work-opn.aspx
http://parlamericas.org/en/open-parliament/about-opn.aspx


PARTICIPATING PARLIAMENTS ORGANIZING PARTNERS
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This activity was made possible with the generous support of the

Government of Canada through Global Affairs Canada.

Subscribe to the ParlAmericas Podcast on

Apple Podcasts, Google Podcasts, or Spotify,

where you can listen to sessions from

ParlAmericas activities.
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https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/parlamericas-podcast/id1310044749
https://podcasts.google.com/feed/aHR0cHM6Ly9mZWVkcy5zaW1wbGVjYXN0LmNvbS9vY2lLZUVzNw==
https://open.spotify.com/show/5bWV3taW3wyvYbEKtB0roi


ParlAmericas facilitates the exchange of

parliamentary GOOD PRACTICES and

promotes COOPERATIVE POLITICAL

DIALOGUE in pursuit of the Sustainable

Development Goals

ParlAmericas works towards strengthening

democracy and governance by

accompanying ELECTORAL

PROCESSES

ParlAmericas is headquartered in

OTTAWA, CANADA

ParlAmericas is the institution that promotes

PARLIAMENTARY DIPLOMACY 

 in the INTER-AMERICAN SYSTEM

ParlAmericas fosters OPEN

PARLIAMENTS by advancing the principles

of transparency, accountability, citizen

participation, ethics and probity

ParlAmericas is composed of the 35

NATIONAL LEGISLATURES of the

countries of North, Central and South

America and the Caribbean

ParlAmericas organizes consultations and

builds MULTI-STAKEHOLDER

PARTNERSHIPS with young leaders

and civil society organizations

ParlAmericas promotes policies and

legislative measures to mitigate and adapt to

the effects of CLIMATE CHANGE

ParlAmericas mainstreams GENDER

EQUALITY by advocating for women’s

political empowerment and the application of

a gender lens in legislative work

International Secretariat of ParlAmericas

703-155 Queen Street, Ottawa, Ontario, K1P 6L1 Canada

Telephone: +1 (613) 947-8999

Email: info@parlamericas.org

https://www.facebook.com/ParlAmericas/
https://twitter.com/ParlAmericas
https://www.youtube.com/c/parlamericas
https://www.flickr.com/photos/parlamericas/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/parlamericas

